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or study.   They swam in the Thames, and rowed upon
it with each other; they played at cricket, and capped
verses together.   There might, doubtless, in some few
things, besides scholarship or school exercises,   have
heen a disparity in favour of Hastings; but there was
no dependence or base submission on either side.   Few
minds could, in any pursuit, have kept pace  with
Warren Hastings.   My father appears to have been
once, at least, distanced by his competitor; for in 1747,
when they stood out for College, and were admitted as
King's Scholars, the name of Impey stood fourth upon
the list of which Hastings was the head:  but they
were both monitors in the same election.    This, in the
palmy days of Westminster School, was  considered
no trifling proof of  scholarship in either.    It  was
otherwise with my father;   but Hastings's classical
studies terminated at Westminster; for his uncle died,
and the distant relation who took charge of his mainte-
nance and education, having it in his power to obtain an
East India writersMp, instead of leaving him to proceed
to the University, removed him to a commercial school,
to acquire the necessary arts of arithmetic, and book-
keeping.   Besides Churchill, Colman the elder, Lloyd,
Cumberland, Cowper, whom Mr. Macaulay mentions
as contemporaries of Hastings, and  consequently of
Impey, they had for their schoolfellows, Lords Stormont
and Shelburne,  R. Button,  afterwards  Sir  Richard,
Samuel Smith, afterwards Head Master and Prebend-
ary of Westminster, and the two Bagots, Richard and
Walter (Richard changed his name" to Howard, and
Walter became the Incumbent of Blithfield and Leigh,
in Staffordshire, and afterwards Precentor of St. Asaph).
Of the latter it  is recorded, by his immediate de-
scendants, who are among my most honoured friends,
that, late in life, beingj casually absent in London from
his benefice, he affectionately abstained from present-
ing himself at Hastings's trial, lest he should witness
the humiliation of his early friend;  nor have I ever
heard that he expressed greater delight at the persecu-
tion of Sir Elijah Impey.   Next to Hastings, many of
tbsse distinguished men were my father's most intimate
thends; and here again, and in every case, their friend-
ship for him lasted through all the storms and maligni-